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1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Glasgow City Council's Road Safety Unit provides a range of initiatives around training, 

education and publicity aimed at children and their parents/carers. To help convey the road 

safety message to the 5-11 year old group a fun character , Safe T Rex, has been developed 

and piloted. 

The 'Safe T Rex' concept has been developed into a road safety story bag. The bag is 

aimed at conveying the road safety message to Primary 1 children, through the story 

'Dinosaurs Day Out' and associated activities/discussions. 

A tota l of fourteen schools were involved in the pilot. Some schools involved more than one 

class and in total twenty P1 classes were involved . The Safe T Rex story bag was piloted 

using two distr ibution methods . In some classes, the pupils used the bag with the class 

teacher. In others, the pupils were able to take the story bag home and use it with their 

parent/carer. This distinction allowed the relative effectiveness of the two distribution 

systems to be evaluated. 

To allow for comparative analysis, a further seven schools and ten classes were involved in 

the pilot project. These schools were given educational material which conveyed the same 

road safety messages, but without the use of Safe T Rex. This suite of teaching material 

was referred to as the 'bland' bag. Feedback on how the bland bag was received helped 

facilitate the evaluation of Safe T Rex as a conduit for the road safety message with this age 

group of children. 

1.2 Aims 

The aims for the evaluation were: 

to assess whether the Safe T Rex campaign makes the retention of road safety 

messages more effective; 

to investigate which method of delivery is the most effective; and 

to assess how appealing the Safe T Rex character is to boys. 
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These aims were developed into the following research questions: 

How well do the children recall the character's (ten) key teaching points? 

Is there a difference in recall for each distribution method? 

Is there a difference in recall for each distribution interventio n, i.e. Safe T Rex versus 

non-Safe T Rex? 

Logistically , what is the best way to distribute the story bag: in school only or given 

home with child for weekly rotation? 

Are promotional items (for example t-shirts, stickers, etc.) effective at getting the road 

safety message across? 

How effective is the use of traditional games, e.g. snap cards, as a means of 

delivering road safety education? Is there another method that could be more 

productive? 

Is the image of the Safe T Rex dinosaur more effective at getting the road safety 

message across? 

What do children, especially boys, think of the Safe T Rex character? Do they like 

the character? How do they perceive the character? Do they remember seeing the 

character at summer events? 

Does the Safe T Rex character and story bag prompt further project work in schools . 

If yes, what? 
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2 Methodology 

The project methodology involved three main components: interviews with teachers, mini 

groups with pupils and a take home questionnaire for parents/ca rers. 

2.1 Interviews with teachers 

The research involved conduct ing interviews with twenty teachers from the fourteen pilot 

schools who had received either the bland or Safe T Rex story bag. We planned to split the 

twenty interviews evenly between Safe T Rex and the bland bag and also between using the 

bag in class and taking it home. In this way five teachers would be interviewed under each 

of the four categories. 

However, several classes had not followed the instruct ions as to how the bag should be 

used (in-class or take home) and it became apparent that more schools used the story bag 

in class. Consequently, thirteen interviews were conducted with 'in class' teachers and 

seven interviews were completed with teachers who sent the story bag home. This did not 

affect the distinction between Safe T Rex and the bland bag with ten interviews conducted 

respectively. The fact that some teachers, despite having instruct ions to the contrary, felt 

that the story bags lent themselves more to in-class use that take home use, is a find ing in 

itself. 

We carried out the interviews on a one-to-one , face-to-face basis. 

The semi-structured questionnai re that we developed contained a core of questions that 

were applicable to both Safe T Rex and bland groups . There were some additional 

questions on each topic guide which explored the particular characteristics of the story bag 

used in each case. The questionnaires are appended. 

2.2 Mini groups with children 

As with the teacher interviews , there were four categories into which the fourteen pilot 

schools were placed, in accordance with the permutations around Safe T Rex and the bland 

bag, in class or take home use. 
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We ran a mini group with children in ten of the schools involved in the pilot. Six of the 

groups centred on Safe T Rex and four on the bland bag (in order to place more emphasis 

on Safe T Rex). Four of the Safe T Rex groups had used the bag in class; two had used it 

on a take home basis . (A reflection of the finding on page 4). The bland bag groups were 

split evenly between in class and take home use. 

Each group comprised six children (three boys and three girls). We sought their teacher's 

guidance in bringing togethe r a mixed ability group from the classes and looked to the 

schools to facilitate the parent/carer permission for the children to participate in the 

evaluat ion. 

Each mini group started with a general introduction asking the children what they knew 

about road safety. The rest of the group comprised of three main parts . The f irst part 

involved using the road safety snap cards that could be found in the respective story bags. 

This helped determine the extent of recall around road safety messages and also the relative 

strength of recall across the different road safety messages contained within each set of 

materials (with reference to the campaign's key teach ing points). The second part asked the 

children to recollect the storybook, and discuss relevant parts of the story from pictures . In 

the third element of the mini-group, we showed the children a Safe T Rex toy and asked 

them quest ions about it. This helped us explore the associat ion between the physical form 

and road safety, and explored any recognition of Safe T Rex from summer events . 

We used two researchers for each of the ten groups. This enabled one to focus on 

facilitating the group and the other to concentrate on data gathering. 

2.3 Parents/carers questionnaire 

The seven classes that used the story bag on a take home basis were sent a pack 

containing questionnaires for the parents/carers to complete at home. The children were 

asked to take home a questionnaire together with a letter signed by the Head Teacher of the 

school detailing the nature and purpose of the research . Approximately two hundred 

questionnai res were distributed to parents/care rs who had used the story bag. 

Despite having provided reply paid envelopes with each questionnaire , the response rate 

was poor. Only twenty four questionnaires (11 % or the total) were received by FMR; thirteen 

Safe T Rex (6%) and eleven of the bland bag (5%). Two of the returned questionnaires 

were incomplete in some sections. It is also important to note the responses received are 
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more likely to have been from parents/carers who take an active role and are involved with 

their child's school ing. 

The questionnai re itself was similar in content for both the Safe T Rex parent/carers and 

those using the bland bag, yet there were obvious distinctions as the bland bag did not 

contain a toy character. 

The questionnai re contained four main parts. The first section determined whether the 

parents/carers had used the bag, and discovered how long the bag was in their possession. 

The second section explored which elements of the bag the parents/carers had used and 

found most helpfu l in teaching their child(ren) about road safety. The success of the story 

bag (in terms of teaching road safety to P1 children) was explored in the third part of the 

questionnaire. The final section asked parents/carers to detail any suggestions for 

improvements to the story bag, and whether they would prefer the story bag to be used with 

the teacher during class time. 
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3 Findings 

This section gives the findings from each of these research elements. 

3.1 Interviews with teachers 

The find ings from the interviews with teachers are reported in two parts. The first relates to 

situations where the story bag was used in class. The second relates to the take home use 

of the bag. 

The results are presented in relat ion to the subject areas included in the topic guides. 

Where useful, verbat im comments from the interviews have been included to help illuminate 

the data interpretation . 

3.1.1 Used in class 

How the story bag was used 

The teachers using the Safe T Rex bag in class explained how they used the bag. The 

results illustrate how the (Safe T Rex) character concept helped the teachers apply the 

learning materia ls. 

"Looked at dinosaurs and designed our own road signs. " 

"Used the bag for about an hour, drawing pic tures of Safe T Rex first, used bag as 

part of health time." 

The other aspect that emerged from this question was the flexibility of delivery afforded by 

the story bag, with no single delivery pattern dominant in how teachers preferred to use the 

resource. 

"Used for an hour two to three times a week; needs to be intensive so they 

remember." 

"Read the book to children for about fifteen minutes at a time, then asked questions 

from the card. " 

"Only used story bag on one occasion, with class sitting on floor listening to story." 
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The teachers using the bland bag in class spoke about how they used the bag . The 

noticeable distinction between these responses and those using the Safe T Rex bag was the 

absence of a character as a theme between the bag's ingredients. 

"One story out the book one day, then the other. Go through stories, and ask 

questions. Spoke about the cards but not enough time to spend on them in class. " 

"Read the story with the class altogether, photocopied some pages for them to colour 

in, cards were played as snap cards during language time." 

"Read story to them and asked them questions, not verbatim from cards, used it once 

or twice for 15 minutes." 

Again, the flex ibility afforded by the story bag approach was reflected in how different 

teachers used the bag. 

Ability of the bags to promote road safety 

Those who used the Safe T Rex bag in class had mixed opin ions about the ability of the bag 

to promote road safety. The main issue was with the content of the 'Dinosaur's Day Out' 

book, wh ich teachers felt was more oriented towards map reading and navigat ion than road 

safety. This is illustrated in the responses below, where teachers were asked whether the 

story bag had served its purpose of promoting road safety among primary one . 

"Not greatly, felt the story was more about the jo urney, and didn't really talk about 

road safety issues." 

"No, it's mainly map reading, would have expected green cross code, but it is not'~ 

There was also the view that the story bag was more oriented to underpinning children's 

existing knowledge of road safety than promoting a greater comprehension of the subject. 

"It probably makes them more aware, but if the aim of the Safe T Rex bag was to 

promote road safety then, no" (it has not served its purpose) . 

There was also the issue that , despite the dinosaur theme, the Safe T Rex character was 

different to the dinosaurs in the book. 

"Yes, generally it's good, as character gives them something to follow, if Safe T Rex 

tied up with the book, then it 'd be better." 
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This is founded on the belief that children typically have a more literal perspective of 

information than an abstract one. This means that for a themed character to work in the 

story bag approach, the character needs to be consistent across all the message media. 

The inconsistent interpretation of the character was a concern for the majority of teachers 

interviewed . 

The teachers using the bland bag seemed happier than the Safe T Rex teachers with the 

bag's ability to communicate /reinforce road safety messages. 

"Yes - I think the children have a good understanding of road safety from nursery, but 

this is a good starting pack." 

"Yes - It brings it into a child's awareness more." 

One teacher felt the bland bag would benefit from the addition of a character, which supports 

the overall efficacy of the Safe T Rex concept. 

"Yes - But could have made more of it, could have had puppets or soft toys to 

promote it. " 

Most helpful in promoting road safety message 

The teachers who used the Safe T Rex bag in class gave their views about the aspect of the 

bag they felt was most useful. The Safe T Rex toy was well praised ... 

"I used the toy, and it was very successful at getting Safe T Rex into the children's 

heads." 

"Children respond well to the toy." 

Other comments reflected the perceived 'piecemeal' nature of the Safe T Rex bag. 

"Story book; as snap cards didn't relate to the book, nothing in book about kerbs or 

pavements." 

"None - Cards are too small, too detailed, expect everything to complement each 

other, but it is all disjointed." 

Those teachers using the bland bag in class praised the storybook. The overall feeling 

seemed to be that it was more appropriate in communicating road safety messages than 

Dinosaur 's Day Out. 
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"Storybook - All together doing the same thing, hear children talking about things 

afterwards." 

"Storybook- Story is better for the class, holds everyone 's attention." 

The problems around the size of the cards in the bland bag and the inherent difficulty in 

using them with a class of children mentioned by the Safe T Rex teachers were echoed 

here. 

"Storybook - (bland) bag only has book and cards, and cards were too small and 

detailed, and the children didn't know how to play. " 

Success of the concept 

When asked about the success of the concept, the teachers using the Safe T Rex bag in 

class were positive overall but individually mixed in their views, as illustrated below. 

"Very successful - Children like to have a bag with things hidden inside. " 

"Quite successful - It is an idea that the objects relate to the subject, i.e. toy means 

that visually impaired children like tactile props. " 

"Quite successful - As the bag was something different, it kept their attention." 

"Very unsuccessful - Nothing of the content has dealt with road safety, I have used 

other resources, like dressing up clothes and they were much better." 

The sentiment about the bag being 'very unsuccessful ' seemed to be a combinat ion of a 

feeling that the Safe T Rex bag was wide of the mark in relation to road safety and the view 

that it was underdeveloped in relation to the materials and resources that this teacher felt a 

story bag should contain . 

The teachers using the bland bag in class made the following comments. 

"Quite successful - Need more in the bag, not enough to keep children stimulated ." 

"Quite successful - Good concept but in reality is disappointing ." 

"Neither successful or unsuccessful - Expected to get more in the bag, it was big for 

what it contained. " 
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The comments were, on the whole, positive, but drew attenti on to the under-developed 

content of the story bag . A key point here is the understand ing of the concept of a story bag. 

The bags that were received by the schools were termed "story bags", but one teacher 

disagreed with this terminology, and claimed a "story bag" is .. " .. a bag that tells a story and 

has props for the children to use i.e. dressing up in a safety jacke t." 

Differences in reaction between boys and girls to Safe T Rex? 

The teachers using the Safe T Rex bag were asked if they noted any differences in reaction 

to the dinosaur character between boys and girls. Of the twelve Safe T Rex respondents, 

only four teachers noticed a difference in reaction, which tended to be in the behaviour of the 

boys. 

"Boys tended to play a lot more with the toy, while girls pick up the book rather than 

the toy". 

"Perhaps with the boys, some could name the dinosaur and some came up with 

other names." 

"Some of the more wild boys seemed to sit up and were interested, whereas they 

might not normally behave like that." 

"The girls are more chatty, they talk about things, boys tend to sit and listen." 

Could the story bag be improved? 

When asked about improvements to the bag, those teachers using the Safe T Rex bag in 

class made two types of commen t. The first related to the appropriateness of the story in 

relation to road safety. 

"Yes - Different story, possibly related to Safe T Rex directly, more games and 

activities ." 

"Yes - More books on different road safety aspects, like the green cross code. " 

"Yes - Make it more appropriate for the children 's age group, decide what you want 

them to learn and focus on that." 

The other related to extending the scope of the pack . 

"Yes - Worksheets for children, book to tie in with road safety, book too detailed, and 

too small. " 
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Those working with the bland bag gave their views of how the bag could be improved . The 

main theme of the comments related to the inclusion of a toy character, illustrating that the 

Safe T Rex concept is sound. 

"Yes - More in the bag, green cross code, larger snap cards, need a character, 

dressing up clothes ... " 

"Yes - More hands on stuff for children, toy, puppet, badges, or colouring in bits. " 

"Yes - Stuff inside was fine, but maybe not bother with the 'bag ' and have another 

teaching resource instead." 

Does it work more effectively if taken home? 

Both teacher groups (those using the Safe T Rex and the bland bags) commented on 

whether they felt the concept would work better if the delivery method was changed to the 

children taking the bag home. Both groups felt that classroom delivery was the preferred 

route. 

There seemed to be three perspect ives relating to these comments. The first related to the 

ability to trust parents/carers to manage the learning at home. 

"Depends - on children's parents willingness to work on it, some parents are 

reluctant." 

The second related to the view that the incomplete developmen t of the story bag meant that 

the road safety messages would not be apparent to children without teacher reinforcemen t. 

"No - Because of road safety shortcomings , as the children are so young, need to 

reinforce clear message, this bag doesn 't." 

"No - Not if it was only used at home - things like this need to be backed up at home 

and in class. " 

The third reason related to administrative challenges in facilitating the bag's use in a take 

home manner. 

"No -We need to do both (take home and used in class). It would get torn and 

wasted if taken home, extra stress for teachers having to chase up extra bags. " 
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A combination of these reasons was behind three of the teachers choosing not to use the 

story bags in the take home manner, as requested, in this pilot work. 

3.1.2 Take Home 

These find ings relate to the Safe T Rex bag and the bland bag being used in take home 

mode . 

How does the system work? 

The teache rs using the Safe T Rex bag with the take home method of delivery explained 

how this worked. 

"Wrote to par ents, invited to a meeting about bag, showed them it, and told only 

getting it for one night so very imp ortant they used it." 

"Children bring the bag back daily. Three or four children didn't bring it [the bag] 

back so that caused a probl em." 

Using the bag in a take home way created admin work for the teachers. One teacher said 

she had to speak to the child or their parent/carer to chase up the bag. She thought that "it 

might be idea to put a big label round the bag ." This wou ld clearly point out when the bag 

should be returned. 

The teache rs working with the bland bag used a very similar process. 

"Introduced bag to whole class, told them they could have it home, and a cove ring 

le tter also went to parents." 

"Gave it to the child at the end of the day and explained to parents and told them 

about the bag. "T eacher told them that, "they had to follow instructions in the bag and 

bring it back the following day." 

One teacher transfer red the contents of the bag to a transparent folder in order to make 

them more obvious/visible when taken home. The bland bag was indistinctive and un

branded. This teacher's action reinforces the point about making sure the story bag theme 

is extended across all its components , including the packaging. 
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How long do they have it home? 

Both the Safe T Rex and the bland groups let the children take the bag home for a short 

period, one or two nights. As far as they were able to judge, one or two nights was an 

appropriate length of time for each child to have the bag at home, as illustrated below . 

"Over night, less chance to lose it, one chance to use it and that's it." 

"1 day, as that was the instruction on the card". 

"2 days, this would be enough time for them to look at it with their child. I.e. if they 

didn't have enough time the first night they could make time on the second. Any 

longer the novelty would wear off and they would not look at it." 

Success of the concept 

A minority of teachers interv iewed were able to comment on this question, as they had been 

following instructions not to get involved. 

When asked about the success of the story bag approach to road safety learning, the 

teachers working with the Safe T Rex bag were very supportive. 

"Very successfu l - Everything is there in one place and you can't lose it." 

"The tactile bits are good for the children. It helps to have the little dinosaur and the 

questions help as well." 

The teachers working with the bland bag, whilst still positive, were less resounding in their 

praise for the idea. 

"Quite successful - Kids like to put their hand in the bag and see what's inside." 

"Quite successful - At this stage it's a really good focus for the children. Something 

that is visual and holds their curiosity works well with infants. " 

Could the bag be improved? 

One teacher working with the Safe T Rex bag made comments on how the bag could be 

improved. The comments centred around the ability of the bag to be integrated into the 

teaching plans for the class, and the request for further visual reinforcements to the learning 

points. 
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"Yes - Should have been given to teachers at the start of the term so they could plan 

it into their curriculum. Posters for classroom to illustrate themes ." 

When asked about possible improvements, the teachers using the bland bag made the 

following suggestions. By and large these backed up the views expressed in earl ier 

comments. 

"Yes - Cover green cross code, more in bag, larger snap cards with simple pictures, 

a character similar to Tufty." 

"Yes - A character would be better as children will pay a lot more attention to a 

character than a human. The book could be bigger." 

"Don't know never looked inside it. Bag could be brighter and have a road safety 

message or theme to it." 

The concern on the size of the book, and the difficulty of using a physically small text in a 

group setting, was also intimated by teachers using Dinosaur's Day Out in the Safe T Rex 

bag. 

More effective if used in class? 

When asked whether they thought the story bag would work better if used in class, both the 

Safe T Rex teachers and the bland bag teachers felt that the concept was suited to 

classroom use, though maybe in addition to letting the children take it home with them. 

"Really need two bags, one for home and one for class, so emphasised more by 

teachers and parents." 

"Yes - But need to do both, in class then home for reinforcement." 

"Yes - It would be much easier to assess the children's knowledge. When it goes 

home you are relying on the parents and children for feedback and it's very difficult." 

A further comment made by a few teachers, highlighted the fact that some children lived in 

deprived areas and it was felt that if the story bag was sent home, it was unlikely to be 

returned in its present condition, if at all. This clearly influenced certain schools from 

sending the story bag home. 

The main theme to the reasons seemed to be one of message emphasis. However, one 

drawback about the classroom was mentioned and was related to the practicalities of using 

the snap cards in class. 
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"Not in that format. It's difficult for a teacher to implement a game of snap." Teacher 

felt the book could be used as a storybook but commented that she hadn't seen the 

book. 

The next section looks at the findings from the mini groups with children. 

3.2 Mini groups 

Ten mini groups with six children in each were conducted at different schools. Six of these 

groups were with classes that had used the Safe T Rex story bag; the other four were with 

classes that had used the bland road safety story bag. 

The findings from the mini groups are presented in the general order in which the subjects 

were discussed . 

Who can tell me something about road safety? 

Children in both the Safe T Rex and bland bag groups were famil iar with aspects of road 

safety. Not surprisingly the theme to their answers was around safety when crossing the 

road. 

"Got to always stay beside your mummy and daddy." 

"Look each way and listen." 

"When you press the green man, it helps you cross the road, and you have to look 

left and right to see if there are any cars coming." 

It was also apparent that the children had a knowledge of road safety before they had seen 

either story bag, and most likely before they even started school. Several children claimed 

to have learned about road safety at nursery. 

Though it is by no means a strong indicator one way or the other , there was no mention of 

the Safe T Rex character from either group in relation to road safety in their answers to this 

question. 

The mini groups explored the aspects and ingredients of the two story bags, with those 

children which had used them, starting with aspects of the Safe T Rex bag. 
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Safe T Rex playing cards 

The majority of children had seen the cards before, and remembered playing with them, 

more so if they had taken the story bag home (suggesting that parents/carers had been 

diligent in their use of the bag). The children were able to tell us what was happening in 

different pictures, and several pictures prompted discussion better than others. For 

example, the picture of Safe T Rex wearing his cycling helmet allowed the children to 

discuss their own bikes. This discussion highlighted the children's awareness of the 

importance of wearing a helmet. Similarly, the picture of Safe T Rex waiting at the pelican 

crossing was something the children could relate to quite easily . They knew that Safe T Rex 

was waiting for the green man. 

The playing card showing Safe T Rex's feet at the kerb caused some confusion, as some 

children were unfamiliar with the term 'kerb' used in the card . 

Other cards that were not well received were the picture of Safe T Rex going to the ice 

cream van, and the picture of the fire engine. With these cards the children found it difficult 

to link the pictures to road safety messages. 
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Dinosaurs' Day Out 

The book was remembered well by the majority of the children . In several schools the 

children remembered the dinosaurs driving up the tail of their friend Delilah, this was by far 

their favourite part of the book. Occasionally a few children remembered specific details 

about the book, such as: 

"Checking the weather to go and see their friends." 

"They lost the keys and were looking for them under the telly." 

"They were driving the car, trying to get to their friends, and they were looking for a 

map and they got her a present." 

The children were asked to point out anything relating to road safety in the book, and some 

children were able to talk about the different road signs, while others struggled with what 

they could see in the pictures that could relate to road safety. 

There was not a great deal of difference in knowledge between the children who had taken 

the book home, and those who had used the book in class. It was apparent however that 

the children who had taken the book home had taken the time to read it, and generally the 

children said their mummy or daddy had read them the story . 

Safe T Rex toy 

Every child in all of the schools was able to identify Safe T Rex. By and large, the children 

said they liked Safe T Rex, and gave a variety of reasons. There was no difference in 

reaction between girls and boys, as both genders liked him, although for different reasons. 

The girls said, "because he 's velvef' and the boys tended to like his teeth, and the fact that 

he was a dinosaur . However , the boys tended to react more enthusiast ically than girls 

towards Safe T Rex and required less prompting than girls to talk about the toy . 

Some of the reasons given by children for liking Safe T Rex are as follows : 

"he 's fluffy" ... "his teeth are nice and sharp" .. .... "he 's safe 'cos of his name." .. .... "he's a 

dinosaur " .. ...... "his wee arms " ... ... ... "he 's got a strap." 

The overall perspective on the Safe T Rex character was that it worked to the degree it did 

because it was a toy character and was introduced to the children as a 'good' personality 

who knows about road safety . Though the numbers involved in this research were small, 
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Safe T Rex worked with boys and girls, with only a few teachers noticing any differences in 

reaction between the children. 

However, the views from the children were that, within reason, any character would have 

worked in this context. The children were not able to relate to anything about the character 

that equipped it specifically as a road safety advocate. Children's knowledge of Safe T 

Rex's ability in the context of road safety appeared to have come from what adults 

(teachers /parents/carers) had told them . The one reference to the relevance of Safe T Rex 

seemed to be a result of the presence of the word 'safe' in the character's name rather than 

a grasp of the 'safety /safe T. . .' nuance . 

Bland bag 

The children generally recognised the furry green bag as being the story bag, and they had 

seen it in class, although a few children remembered seeing it in nursery. One class had not 

seen the green bag before; th is is because the teacher transferred the contents to a clear 

plastic folder to protect them. 

Road Safety playing cards 

Some of the children told us that they got to play with the cards when they had finished their 

work in the classroom. Other children could not remember playing with the cards, and told 

us, "We just read the book." Despite this, the children in all four classes were able to tell us 

what was happening in the road safety pictures, for example: 

"The people and their dog are walking on the pavement and the cars are behind 

them. The dog is tucked in so it doesn 't get knocked down." 

"The lollipop lady is standing with the lollipop stick and the children are waiting to 

cross." 

The Road Safety storybook 

The children were generally able to tell us what was happening in the book. We asked them 

to tell us what they remembered, and children were able to recall elements of the story. 

"There was a dog going near a car, and it came up next to him, and the puddle went 

right over the cat." 

"It's about Rosie, and there 's two stories in it." 
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The children tended to remember the story about the dog, and their favourite picture was of 

the cat getting soaked by the puddle. There was however some confusion at several 

schools with details of the story. This did not cause too many problems as other group 

members were quick to correct any mistakes. The book seemed to be well liked by the 

children, and one little boy described it as "fandabidoze! " 

Safe T Rex toy 

Discussion around the toy was left to the end, as the bland group had never seen him, and it 

was felt it would be a distraction early on. Despite having never seen the toy before, some 

children were able to relate this Safe T Rex toy to the fridge magnet and t-shirts they 

received and recall seeing the character there. Several children claimed to have seen Safe 

T Rex at various locations, but these were made up responses, such as "at my birthday 

party ", and "at Disney World." One girl however, claims she saw him at Rouken Glen Park. 

At one school in particular there was a clear distinction between the girls and the boys as to 

whether they liked Safe T Rex. The girls were adamant they did not like him, while the boys 

were able to tell us stories about other dinosaurs, and how they "died thousands of years 

ago. " 

Some children were able to comment on the belt Safe T Rex wears without prompting , while 

others had to be told that it could glow in the dark. All the children were able to understand 

the importance of the glow-in-the-dark belt. 

When we asked them why it was important to be seen in the dark, the children said, "In case 

he gets run over." We also asked the children if Safe T Rex could teach them about road 

safety. This provided mixed messages. The two girls who did not like Safe T Rex shouted 

"No" and told us that "Safe T Rex is a dinosaur and isn't real." 

In several of the classes the children did not think that Safe T Rex could teach them about 

road safety. Surprisingly they picked up on the fact that Safe T Rex is not real, and therefore 

could not possibly teach them anything about road safety. 

"No, 'cos he's a dragon." 

''Actually, It's just a man dressing up."(!) 
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The data suggested the children saw nothing in particular that aligned Safe T Rex with road 

safety with the exception of his reflective belt. The scept icism about the character's ability to 

teach about road safety draws attention to the importance of how the teacher (or 

parent/carer) chooses to introduce the character to the children and establis h its 'credentials ' 

from the outset. 

3.3 Parent/carer questionnaires 

The final element of the research involved analysis of the questionnaires from the story bags 

(either Safe T Rex or bland) used at home. 

The results, in the order in which the issues were investigated in the quest ionna ire, are as 

fol lows. 

Length of t ime with the story bag 

The teachers planned for the children to take the bag home for typica lly one or two days. 

Th is was supported by the percept ions of the parents/carers . The major ity of the parents 

had the bag at home for one night. There were a few except ions, such as 2 nights, or over a 

weekend. However most of the parents/carers (58%, 14 respondents) felt this was too short 

and would have liked to have more time to spend on the bag. 

Table 1: How many days did you have the story bag home? 

Safe T Rex Bland story 
Total story bag bag 1 day 2 days Weekend Missing 

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 
Too short 14 58% 8 62% 6 55% 11 65% 0 0% 0 0% 3 60% 

About right 10 42% 5 38% 5 45% 6 35% 1 100% 1 100% 2 40% 

Total 24 100% 13 100% 11 100% 17 100% 1 100% 1 100% 5 100% 

Rating the ingredients of the story bag 

The parents/carers claimed that the most useful resource for teaching their child about road 

safety, in the Safe T Rex bag and the bland bag, was the storybook. 
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Table 2: Did you use? 

Total Safe T Rex story bag Bland story bag 

No. % No. % No. % 
Story book 22 96% 12 92% 10 100% 
Snap cards 19 83% 11 85% 8 80% 
Safe T Rex toy 12 52% 12 92% 0 0% 
Instruction cards 14 61% 9 69% 5 50% 
Total Respondents 23 100% 13 100% 10 100% 

Please note the column totals do not add up to 100% as more than one response could be 

given. 

Table 3: Which resource did you find most useful? 

Tota l Safe T Rex story bag Bland story bag 

No. % No. % No. % 
Story book 15 63% 7 54% 8 73% 
Snap cards 4 17% 3 23% 1 9% 
Safe T Rex toy 2 8% 2 15% 0 0% 
Instruction cards 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 

None of these 5 21% 3 23% 2 18% 
Total Respondents 24 100% 13 100% 11 100% 

Please note the column totals do not add up to 100% as more than one response could be 

given . 

The enthusiasm for the book was higher with the bland bag. This could be the result of the 

bland bag not having a character toy or it could be a consequence of the more obvious road 

safety focus of the bland bag book. 

Only one respondent noted any problems with the story bag, and this related to having the 

time to use it. 

Success of the story bag in teaching road safety 

The majority of respondents felt that the story bag served its purpose in helping teach their 

child(ren) about road safety. 
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Table 4: How successful has story bag been? 

Safe T Rex story 
Total bag Bland story bag 

No. % No. % No. % 
Very successfu l 4 18% 2 15% 2 22% 
Quite successf ul 13 59% 7 55% 6 67% 
Neither nor 3 14% 2 15% 1 11% 
Quite unsuccess ful 2 9% 2 15% 0 0% 
Total 22 100% 13 100% 9 100% 

Most parents (using either the Safe T Rex or the bland bag) said that it had been quite 

successful. This , whilst positive, shows that there is scope for further improvement. 

Most of the respondents were able to give examples of road safety messages being 

recognised or remembered by their child(ren) . The majority of these messages were to do 

with crossing the road safely. It is likely that such a fundamenta l message would be taught 

to the children by the parents/carers, rather than necessar ily being the result of original input 

from the story bag. 

Examples of road safety messages being undertaken by children are as follows; 

"Stop, look and listen." 

''Always look before crossing the road, and to keep toes behind the kerb." 

"Stop at the kerb, look left and right and hold an adult's hand." 

"Use the green man when crossing the road." 

"Stand back from the kerb." 

"Look, hear, stand on pavement, no car coming, then it's safe to cross." 

Safe T Rex character 

Parents/carers of both boys and girls said that the Safe T Rex characte r was well received, 

and helped to hold their child's attention. 
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Table 5: Did your Primary one child like the Safe T Rex character? 

Total 

No. % 
Yes 12 92% 

No 1 8% 

Total 13 100% 

According to the questionna ire data, several children took the toy to bed with them. One 

respondent said that her child queried the relevance of dinosaurs to road safety. 

Improvements? 

When asked whether the story bag could be improved 45% (10 respondents), of those who 

responded, said yes. More bland bag users said the bag could be improved than Safe T 

Rex users. 

Table 6: Could the story bag be improved? 

Safe T Rex story Road Safety 
Total bag stori bag 

No. % No. % No. % 
Yes 10 45% 5 38% 5 56% 

No 12 55% 8 62% 4 44% 

Total 22 100% 13 100% 9 100% 

The suggestions made related to two main themes . The first was about extending the scope 

of the bags to enable road safety to be rehearsed with the parent/care r. Suggest ions 

included physical toys and real or computer based scenarios. 

"Scenarios to practise with parents while crossing the road. " 

"Mock road and zebra crossing or CO game for road safety. " 

"By use of small toy cars or small pedestrian models on a road type playma t to show 

the child and explain how to cross the road and be safe. " 

The second theme was about extending the bag's content in order to reinforce its messages. 

Specific suggestions included colouring in materials , audio cassette and promotional media 

such as posters and badges . 
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"Colouring in sheets, question and answer sheets. " 

"Waterproof bag, sturdier snap cards, posters, badges. " 

"Colouring book, cassette tape, little board game about road safety. " 

More effective if used in class? 

The parents/carers were asked whether they felt the story bag would work more effectively if 

it were used in the classroom . The majority of parents thought that using the story bag in the 

classroom would be a better idea. 

Table 7: Would the story bag work more effectively if used in class? 

Safe T Rex story 
Total bag Bland story bag 

No. % No. % No. % 
Yes 17 77% 12 92% 5 55% 

No 4 18% 1 8% 3 33% 

Don't know 1 5% 0 0% 1 11% 

Total 22 100% 13 100% 9 100% 

The parents/care rs using the Safe T Rex story bag were more likely to think the bag would 

work better in the classroom , than those using the bland bag. (92%, 12 responden ts; 

compared with 55%, 5 respondents respectively). 

Justification for the responses included a belief that school has both the time and structure 

for accommodating such teaching: 

Yes - "More time could be spent on it." 

Yes - ''They could maybe read a story once a week to the children throughout the 

year as it would stay fresh in their mind and help them to remember. " 

Some respondents felt that teachers are more effective than parents/carers as information 

sources . 

Yes - "Teachers have a way of keeping children's attention and making it more 

interesting. " 

Yes - "Children tend to listen more carefully to what their teacher is telling them." 
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However, the above perspective was not universally upheld by all parents/carers 

responding. 

Those believing the bag would work better at home included a view that teaching road safety 

was a parental, rather than a school duty. 

No -"It is the parents' responsibility to teach their child road safety as it will be used 

outwith school environment." 
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4 Conclusions & Recommendations 

Our recommendations for the future of the Safe T Rex story bag stem from the research 

find ings being offered up against the research questions that form part of the project 

objectives. This is shown below with the research aims in italics and the results from the 

evaluation summarised underneath. 

To assess whether the Safe T Rex campaign makes the retention of road safety messages 

more effective. 

All stakeholders who commented believed the Safe T Rex story bag (the element of the 

campa ign under evaluat ion) helped increase the awaren ess of road safety messages . 

However, this could be made stronger by choosing a book that was more obviously about 

road safety . 

To investigate which method of delivery is the most effective. 

There was no clear indication which method of distribut ion is better, on ly which method is 

preferred. Using the bag in class is the favoured option for parents and teachers and allows 

all the children to be made aware of the issues of road safety. The take home method is no 

less efficie nt, as children can have one-on-one contact. The main draw back is the fact that it 

relies on parent/care r input. Some teacher s identified this as problematic especially in 

deprived areas and this was a principal reason for changing from the 'take home' method to 

using the story bag in class. 

Given the above, the recommended method of delivery is in class. Should the bag continue 

to be used in take home mode, a second bag should be used by the teache r with the class 

to underpin or reinfo rce the learning. 

To assess how appealing the Safe T Rex character is to boys. 

The Safe T Rex characte r is well chosen from the perspective of its appeal to boys . There 

was also little evidence of girls being alienated through the choice of a dinosaur as the 

theme character. 
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How well do the children recall that character 's (ten) key teaching points? 

There is partial success around this issue. It appeared that the story bag is stronger at re

stating or reinforcing the basic road safety messages than it is at introducing new ones. 

There was evidence of the relevance of some of the messages on the snap cards being 

questioned by children. 

Is there a difference in recall for each distribution method? 

There was no firm evidence in favour of either distribution method when it came down to 

information recall. The main reasons in favour of in class distribution arose mainly from 

factors about the additiona l logistics management task on teachers in using the bag in the 

take home mode and the apparent reticence of parents to fully embrace and support the 

teach ing materials for at-home use. 

Is there a difference in recall for each distribution intervention, i.e. Safe T Rex versus non

Safe T Rex? 

There was no strong evidence to say that the Safe T Rex version worked any better when it 

came to informat ion recall. However, there is clear support for the story bag to have a 

themed character. 

Logistically , what is the best way to distribute the story bag in school only or given home with 

child for weekly rotation? 

Please see the point made earlier. The best way to convey the message appeared to be in 

class . This could be augmented (but not replaced) by at home use. Should the take home 

method be continued the research data suggested a time per child of slightly longer than the 

one or two days applied in the pilot. 

Are promotional items (for example t-shirts, stickers, etc.) effective at getting the road safety 

message across? 

There was a strong appetite for the extension of the concept to other forms of media. It 

cannot be assured that these extra applications (t-shirts, stickers, posters) succeed in getting 

the message across , but they do significantly increase the appeal of the story bag concept. 

This has an indirect, though important, impact on getting the road safety message across . 
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How effective is the use of traditional games, e.g. snap cards, as a means of delivering road 

safety education? Is there another method that could be more produ ctive? 

Snap cards seemed effective, though their small size prevents them from being ideal in a 

class setting. We found that the snap cards cannot be used in their intended way in class. 

Logistically no more than a few pupils can play with them at one time. 

Other suggestions worth consider ing included colouring in sheets and games ( conventional 

or computer based). 

Is the image of the Safe T Rex dinosaur more effective at getting the road safety message 

across? 

The main strength of Safe T Rex is that it is a themed character. Beyond the fact that its 

name included the word 'safe' and it wears a reflective belt there is nothing to link it with road 

safety . Some children did quest ion the relevance of a dinosaur to road safety, given they 

expired several thousands of years ago, before the advent of motor transport . 

Should the campaign continue with the Safe T Rex character (and there is no strong reason 

why it should not) then development work ought to be applied to the story bag to ensure that 

the application of the dinosaur character is consistent throughout. 

What do children, especially boys, think of the Safe T Rex character? Do they like the 

character? How do they perceive the character? Do they remembe r seeing the character at 

summer events? 

The character appeared to resonate with boys. Whether children of both genders likes the 

character or not seemed to depend on how it was introduced to them and how its credentials 

were explained. 

One child claimed to remembe r seeing Safe T Rex at a summer event. 
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Does the Safe T Rex character and story bag prompt further project work in schools, if yes 

what? 

The findings suggested scope for colouring in/drawing, quizzes and games and role play. 

Each teacher appeared to use the story bag in his/her own way and other ingredients to the 

story bag which further increase its scope and flexibility are likely to be well received . 

In summary the key recommendations from our evaluation of the Safe T Rex story bag are: 

The story bag be based around a character to hold the attention of the children . In 

addition, the storybook should feature the same character to allow for consolidation. 

The storybook feature more relevant road safety information for P1 children, such as the 

green cross code. 

The story bag has to have more resources in it. For example, dressing up clothes, and 

more visual aids such as drawings and posters would help make the story bag a 

success . 

The storybook and cards need to be bigger so as to facilitate use in front of a class of 

children . 
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Appendix 1 - Safe T Rex in class teacher questionnaire 
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fru.r 
Contract No: 2255 
Contract Name: Safe T Rex: Final Safe T Rex Used in Class Questionnaire 

COLLECT RESPONDENT DETAILS: 
EXPLAIN THAT THERE IS A ONE IN TEN CHANCE THAT A SUPERVISOR MAY PHONE 
TO CONFIRM THE ACCURACY OF THE INTERVIEW. 

Respondent Name 

School Address 
Full Post Code 

Telephone Number 

email address 

CLOSE INTERVIEW BY READING OUT STATEMENT : 
"Thank you very much for your help . Can I assure you once again that the 
information you have given will be treated as absolutely confidential and will only 
be used for the purposes of genuine market research." 

INTERVIEWER DECLARATION: 
I declare that this interview was carried out according to instructions, within the 
Market Research Society's Code of Conduct, and that the respondent was not 
previously known to me. 

Interviewer Name 

Signature 

Date 

Back-checked by 

Date 

INTRODUCTION: 
[READ OUT] "Good morning /afternoon /evening , my name is _ _____ from FMR 
Research . I am undertak ing a survey on beh alf of Greater Glasgow NHS 
Board , and Glasgow City Counc il to assist in the evalu at ion of th e Safe T Rex Story 
Bag. All your answers w ill be held in the str ictest confid ence ." 

applejak studios 113 st george's rd glasgow g3 6ja 

te l : 0 1 41 3 32 2 6 47 fa x : 0141 332 29 2 0 e-mail: fmr@researching.co . uk 



1. Have you seen the Safe T Rex story bag? 

Yes D 

No • 
1 b. If not, why not? ________________________ _ 

(probe if they have heard anything) 

2. Have you used the Safe T Rex story bag before? 

Yes D 

No • 

2b. If no, why have you not used the Safe T Rex story bag? -----------

3. Your class uses the Safe T Rex story bag in class, how do you use it? (probe on length of 
time they spend using the bag, how often they use it?) 
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4. Do you think the length of time spent on the Safe T Rex story bag is .. 

Too short D 
About right D 
Too long D 

5a. Do you think the Safe T Rex story bag helps to promote road safety? 

Yes D 

No 0 

5b. Why do you say that? 

5c. Wh ich do you think was most helpful in promot ing the road safety message? 

Story book D 
Snap cards D 
Toy 0 
Question cards D 

5d. Why do you say that? 

6. Do you use any other story bag resources? 

Yes D 

No 0 
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6b. If yes, what subjects are covered by the story bags? 

7. How successful do you think the concept of story bags has been? 

Very 
Successful 

• 
Quite 

Successful 

• 

?b . Why do you say that? 

Neither 
nor 

• 
Quite 

Unsuccessful 

• 
Very 

Unsuccessful 

• 

8. On a scale of 1 to 5, what was the reaction of the children to the Safe T Rex story bag? 

Very Interested 
1 2 3 4 

Not at all interested 
5 

9. Did you notice any differences in reaction, betwee n girls and boys to the Safe T Rex 
cha racter?(probe on what they make of the toy; any comments.) 

Yes D 

No • 

9b. If yes, what were the differences? 
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9c. Any additional comments about Safe T Rex character? 

10. By using the Safe T Rex story bag, do you think the children have learned; 

A great deal D 
A little • 
Not a lot D 
Don't know D 

1 Ob. Why would you say that? ____________________ _ 

11. The purpose of the Safe T Rex story bag is to promote road safety among primary one 
children, how successful do you think it has been? 

Very 
Successful 

• 
Quite 

Successful 

• 
Neither 

Nor 

• 
Quite 

Unsuccessful 

• 
Very 

Unsuccessful 

• 

12. Can you give me any examples of Safe T Rex messages being adopted by the children? 

Yes D 

No • 
12b. If yes, please detail. ______________________ _ 
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13. Do you think the Safe T Rex story bag would work more effectively if it were taken home 
by the children?. 

Yes D 

No • 

13b. Why do you say that? _____________________ _ 

14. How confident would you be, that parents are using the Safe T Rex story bag in the way 
it was intended, (ie, telling story in an animated manner?) 

15. Have you encountered any problems with the Safe T Rex story bag? 

Yes D 

No • 

15b. If yes, what are the problems? _____________ __ ___ _ 

16. Do you think the Safe T Rex story bag could be improved? 

Yes D 

No • 

16b. If yes, what changes should be made to the Safe T Rex story bag to make the road 
safety message clearer? 
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17. Does your school have a home school link policy? 

Yes D 

No 0 

Don't know D 

18. Do you think the home school link policy makes a difference to the success of the Safe T 
Rex story bag? 

Yes D 

No 0 

18b. Why do you say that? 
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Classification data 

1 Age of teacher 

16-24 • 
25-34 • 
35-44 • 
45-54 • 
55-64 • 
65+ • 

2. Gender of teacher 

Ma le • 
Fema le • 

3 Teacher's ethnic group? 

White - Scott ish 
Wh ite - Irish 
W hite - other Brit ish 
Whi te - other bac kgro und 
Mixed backg roun d 
Chinese 
Indian 
Pakistani 
Bangladeshi 
Other Asian 
Black Caribbean 
Black African 
Other Black 
Other 

4. School Postcode, eg G61 1 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
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5. Number of boys in class _____________________ _ 

5b. Number of girls in class _______ ___ ___________ _ 

6. How would you descr ibe the ethnic mix of the class? _________ _ _ 

Thank and Close 
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Appendix 2 - Safe T Rex take home teacher questionnaire 
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fru.r 
Contract No: 2255 
Contract Name: Safe T Rex: Final Safe T Rex take home Questionnaire 

COLLECT RESPONDENT DETAILS : 
EXPLAIN THAT THERE IS A ONE IN TEN CHANCE THAT A SUPERVISOR MAY PHONE 
TO CONFIRM THE ACCURACY OF THE INTERVIEW. 

Respondent Name 

School Address 
Fu II Post Code 

Telephone Number 

email address 

CLOSE INTERVIEW BY READING OUT STATEMENT: 
"Thank you very much for your help. Can I assure you once again that the 
information you have given will be treated as absolutely confidential and will only 
be used for the purposes of genuine market research." 

INTERVIEWER DECLARATION: 
I declare that this interview was carried out according to instructions, within the 
Market Research Society's Code of Conduct, and that the respondent was not 
previously known to me. 

Interviewer Name 

Signature 

Date 

Back-checked by 

Date 

INTRODUCTION: 
[READ OUT] "Good morning /afternoon /evening, my name is ______ from FMR 
Research. I am undertaking a survey on behalf of Greater Glasgow NHS 
Board, and Glasgow City Council to assist in the evaluat ion of the Safe T Rex Story 
Bag. All your answers will be held in the strictest confidence ." 

applejak studios 113 st george's rd g l asgow g3 6ja 

tel: 0141 3 32 2 6 4 7 fa x: 01 4 1 33 2 2 3 77 e-mail : fmr@researchin g . c o . u k 



1. Have you seen the Safe T Rex story bag? 

Yes D 

No • 

1b. If not, why not? ______________________ _ 

(probe if they have heard anything) 

2. Your class operates the Safe T Rex story bag on a take home basis, how is the system 
operated? 

3. How many days on average do the children have the Safe T Rex story bag home? 

3b. Do you think this is? 

Too short D 
About right D 
Too long D 

4. How many days on average do you think the children should have the Safe T Rex story 
bag home? 
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4b. Why would you say that? _______________ _ ___ _ 

5. How much time is devoted to the Safe T Rex story bag administration? (probe if it is class 
time or teache r time) 

0-15mins • 
15-30mins • 
30-45mins • 
45-60 mins • 
Over 60 mins • 

6. Do you use any other story bag resources? 

Yes D 

No • 

6b. If yes, what subjects are covered by the story bags? 

7. How successful do you think the concept of story bags has been? 

Very 
Successful 

• 
Quite 
Successful 

• 

?b Why do you say that? 

Neither 
Nor 

• 
Quite 
Unsuccessful 

• 
Very 
Unsuccessful 

• 
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8. Have you followed up the road safety message with activities in class? 

Yes D 

No • 

8b. If yes, what were the activities? 

9. Is the Safe T Rex story bag ever returned with bits missing? 

Yes D 

No • 

9b. If yes, what do you do? _ __ ___ _ __ ___ ________ _ 

9c. How often does this happen? 

Always 1 
Usually 2 
Sometimes 3 
Rarely 4 
Never 5 
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10. By using the Safe T Rex story bag, do you think the children have learned; 

A great deal D 
A little • 
Not a lot D 
Don't know D 

1 Ob. Why would you say that? __ _______________ __ _ 

11. The purpose of the Safe T Rex story bag is to promote road safety among primary one 
children, how successful do you think it has been? 

Very 
Successful 

• 
Quite 

Successful 

• 
Neither 

Nor 

• 
Quite 

Unsuccessful 

• 
Very 

Unsuccessful 

• 

12. Can you give me any examples of Safe T Rex messages being adopted by the children? 

Yes D 

No • 

12b. If yes, please detail. _ __ _________ _ _ _ ________ _ 

13. Do you think the Safe T Rex story bag would work more effectively if it were used in 
class? 

Yes D 

No • 
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13b. Why do you say that? 

14. How confident are you that parents are using the Safe T Rex story bag in the way it was 

intended? (for eg reading the story in an animated way) 

15. Have you encountered any problems with the Safe T Rex story bag? 

Yes D 

No • 

15b. If yes, what was your experience? 

16. Do you think the Safe T Rex story bag could be improved? 

Yes D 

No • 

16b. If yes, what changes should be made to the Safe T rex story bag to make the road 

safety message clearer? 
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17. Does your school have a home school link policy? 

Yes D 

No • 
Don't know D 

18. Do you think the home school link policy makes a difference to the success of the Safe T 
Rex story bag? 

Yes D 

No • 

18b. Why do you say that? 
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Classification data 

1 Age of teacher 

16-24 • 
25-34 • 
35-44 • 
45-54 • 
55-64 • 
65+ • 

2. Gender of teacher 

Male D 

Female D 

3 Teache r's ethnic group? 

White - Scottish 
White - Irish 
White - other British 
White - other background 
Mixed background 
Chinese 
Indian 
Pakistani 
Bangladeshi 
Other Asian 
Black Caribbean 
Black African 
Other Black 
Other 

4. Postcode, eg G61 1 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
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5. Number of boys in class? ____________________ _ 

5b. Number of girls in class? __ ___ __ ___ ___ _ ___ ___ _ 

6. How wou ld you descr ibe the ethn ic mix of the class? __________ _ 

Thank and Close 
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Appendix 3 - Bland in class teacher questionnaire 
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fru.r 
Contract No: 2255 
Contract Name: Safe T Rex: Final Bland Used in Class Questionnaire 

COLLECT RESPONDENT DETAILS: 
EXPLAIN THAT THERE 15 A ONE IN TEN CHANCE THAT A SUPERVISOR MAY PHONE 
TO CONFIRM THE ACCURACY OF THE INTERVIEW. 

Respondent Name 

School Address 
Full Post Code 

Telephone Number 

email address 

CLOSE INTERVIEW BY READING OUT STATEMENT: 
"Thank you very much for your help. Can I assure you once again that the 
information you have given will be treated as absolutely confidential and will only 
be used for the purposes of genuine market research." 

INTERVIEWER DECLARATION: 
I declare that this interview was carried out according to instructions, within the 
Market Research Society's Code of Conduct, and that the respondent was not 
previously known to me. 

Interviewer Name 

Signature 

Date 

Back-checked by 

Date 

INTRODUCTION: 
[READ OUT] "Good morning/afternoon/evening, my name is ______ from FMR 
Research. I am undertaking a survey on behalf of Greater Glasgow NHS 
Board, and Glasgow City Council to assist in the evaluation of the Road Safety Story 
Bag. All your answers will be held in the strictest confidence. " 
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1. Have you seen the road safety story bag? 

Yes D 

No • 

1 b. If not, why not? ________________________ _ 

(probe if they have heard anything) 

2. Have you used the road safety story bag before? 

Yes D 

No • 

2b. If no, why have you not used the road safety story bag? _________ _ 

3. Your class uses the road safety story bag in class, how do you use it? (probe on length of 
time they spend using the bag, how often they use it?) 
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4. Do you think the length of time spent on the road safety story bag is .. 

Too short D 
About right D 
Too long D 

5. Do you think the road safety story bag helps to promote road safety? 

Yes D 

No • 

5b. Why do you say that? ____________________ _ 

5c. Which do you think was most helpful in promoting the road safety message? 

Story book D 
Snap cards D 
Toy • 
Question cards D 

5d. Why do you say that? ___ _________________ _ 

6. Do you use any other story bag resources? 

Yes D 

No • 
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6b. If yes, what subjects are covered by story bags? 

7. How successful do you think the concept of story bags has been? 

Very 
Successful 

• 
Quite 
Successful 

• 

7b. Why do you say that? 

Neither 
Nor 

• 
Quite 

Unsuccessful 

• 
Very 

Unsuccessful 

• 

8. On a scale of 1 to 5, what was the reaction of the children to the road safety story bag? 

Very Interested 
1 2 3 4 

Not at all interested 
5 

9. Did you notice any differences in reaction, between girls and boys to the road safety story 
bag? 

Yes D 

No • 

9b. If yes, what were the differences? 
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10. By using the road safety story bag, do you think the children have learned; 

A great deal D 
A little • 
Not a lot D 
Don't know D 

1 Ob. Why would you say that? ___________________ _ 

11. The purpose of the road safety story bag is to promote road safety among primary one 
children, how successful do you think it has been? 

Very 
Successful 

• 
Quite 

Successful 

• 
Neither 

Nor 

• 
Quite 

Unsuccessful 

• 
Very 

Unsuccessful 

• 

12. Can you give me any examples of road safety messages being adopted by the children? 

Yes D 

No • 

12b. If yes, please detail. _ _ _____________________ _ 
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13. Do you think the road safety story bag wou ld work more effectively if it were taken home 
by the children? 

Yes D 

No • 
13b. Why do you say that? ____________________ _ 

14. How confident would you be, that parents are using the road safety story bag in the way 
it was intended, ie, tell ing story in an animated manner? 

15. Have you encountered any problems with the road safety story bag? 

Yes D 

No • 

15b. If yes, what are the problems? ___________________ _ 

16. Do you think the road safety story bag could be improved? 

Yes D 

No • 
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16b, If yes, what changes should be made to the road safety story bag to make the road 
safety message clearer? 

17. Does your school have a home school link policy? 

Yes D 

No • 

Don't know D 

18. Do you think the home school link policy makes a difference to the success of the road 

safety story bag? 

Yes • 

No • 

18b. Why do you say that? _ _ _ _ _ __________ __ __ _ 
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Classification data 

1 Age of teacher 

16-24 • 
25-34 • 
35-44 • 
45-54 • 
55-64 • 
65+ • 
2. Gender of teacher 

Male D 

Female D 

3 Teacher's ethnic group? 

White - Scottish 
White - Irish 
White - other British 
White - other background 
Mixed background 
Chinese 
Indian 
Pakistani 
Bangladeshi 
Other Asian 
Black Caribbean 
Black African 
Other Black 
Other 

4 . School Postcode, eg G61 1 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
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5a. Number of boys in class _____________________ _ 

5b. Number of girls in class _____ _ _ ___ _______ _ ___ _ 

6. How would you describe the ethnic mix of the class? _______ __ __ _ 

Thank and Close 
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Appendix 4 - Bland take home teacher questionnaire 
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fru.r 
Contract No: 2255 
Contract Name: Safe T Rex: Final Bland Take Home Questionnaire 

COLLECT RESPONDENT DETAILS: 
EXPLAIN THAT THERE IS A ONE IN TEN CHANCE THAT A SUPERVISOR MAY PHONE 
TO CONFIRM THE ACCURACY OF THE INTERVIEW. 

Respondent Name 

School Address 
Full Post Code 

Telephone Number 

email address 

CLOSE INTERVIEW BY READING OUT STATEMENT: 
"Thank you very much for your help. Can I assure you once again that the 
information you have given will be treated as absolutely confidential and will only 
be used for the purposes of genuine market research." 

INTERVIEWER DECLARATION: 
I declare that this interview was carried out according to instructions, within the 
Market Research Society's Code of Conduct, and that the respondent was not 
previously known to me. 

Interviewer Name 

Signature 

Date 

Back-checked by 

Date 

INTRODUCTION: 
[READ OUT] "Good morning/afternoon /evening, my name is __ ___ _ from FMR 
Research . I am undertaking a survey on behalf of Greater Glasgow NHS 
Board, and Glasgow City Council to assi st in th e evalu atio n of th e Road Safety Story 
Bag . All your answers will be held in the str ictest con fi dence." 
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1. Have you seen the road safety story bag? 

Yes D 

No • 

1 b. If not, why not? ___ ____ _____ ___ _ _____ _ 

(explore if they have heard anything) 

2. Your class operates the road safety story bag on a take home basis, how is the system 
operated? 

3. How many days on average do the children have the road safety bag home? 

3b. Do you think this is .. 

Too short D 
About right D 
Too long D 

4. How many days on average do you think the children should have the road safety story 
bag home? 

4b. Why would you say that? _____________ __ __ _ 
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5. How much time is devoted to the road safety story bag administration? (probe difference 
in class time and teacher time) 

0-15mins • 
15-30mins • 
30-45mins • 
45-60 mins • 
Over 60 mins • 

6. Do you use any other story bag resources? 

Yes D 

No • 

6b. If yes, what subjects are covered by the story bags? 

7. How successful do you think the concept of story bags has been? 

Very 
Successful 

• 
Quite 
Successful 

• 

7b Why do you say that? 

Neither 
Nor 

• 
Quite 
Unsuccessful 

• 
Very 
Unsuccessful 

• 
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8. Have you followed up the road safety message with activit ies in class? 

Yes D 

No • 

8b. If yes, what were the activities? 

9. Is the road safety story bag ever returned with bits missing? 

Yes D 

No • 

9b. If yes, what do you do? _____________________ _ 

9c. How often does this happen? 

Always 1 
Usually 2 
Sometimes 3 
Rarely 4 
Never 5 
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10. By using the road safety story bag, do you think the children have learned; 

A great deal D 
A little • 
Not a lot D 
Don't know D 

1 Ob. Why do you say that? _____________________ _ 

11. The purpose of the road safety story bag is to promote road safety among primary one 
children, how successful do you think it has been? 

Very 
Successful 

• 
Quite 

Successful 

• 
Neither 

Nor 

• 
Quite 

Unsuccessful 

• 
Very 

Unsuccessful 

• 

12. Can you give me any examples of road safety messages being adopted by the children? 

Yes D 

No • 
12b. If yes, please detail _____________________ _ 

13. Do you think the road safety story bag would work more effectively if it were used in 
class? 

Yes D 

No • 

13b. Why do you say that? 
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14. How confident are you that parents are using the road safety story bag in the way it was 
intended? (for eg reading the story in an animated way) 

15. Have you encountered any problems with the road safety story bag? 

Yes D 

No • 

15b. If yes, what was your experience? 
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16. Do you think the road safety story bag could be improved? 

Yes D 

No • 

16b. If yes, what changes should be made to the road safety story bag to make the road 
safety message clearer? 

17. Does your school have a home school link policy? 

Yes D 

No • 
Don't know D 

18. Do you think the home school link policy makes a difference to the success of the road 
safety story bag? 

Yes D 

No • 

18b. Why do you say that? 
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Classification data 

1 Age of teacher 

16-24 • 
25-34 • 
35-44 • 
45-54 • 
55-64 • 
65+ • 

2. Gender of teacher 

Male • 
Female • 

3 Teacher's ethnic group? 

White - Scottish 
White - Irish 
White - other British 
White - other background 
Mixed background 
Chinese 
Indian 
Pakistani 
Bangladeshi 
Other Asian 
Black Caribbean 
Black African 
Other Black 
Other 

4. School Postcode, eg G61 1 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
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5. Number of boys in class? ____________________ _ 

5b. Number of girls in class? ____________________ _ 

6. How would you describe the ethnic mix of the class? __________ _ 

Thank and Close 
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Appendix 5 - Mini group topic guide 
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fru.r 
Topic guide for children's mini groups 

Read out: 

"Hello boys and girls, my name is Emma, and I'm here today to talk to you about road safety. 

Does anyone know what road safety is? Who can tell me something about road safety?" 

(wait for reaction, then prompt.) 

Do you know that roads are for cars, and buses, and lorries, and that pavements are for 

people? And who knows what to do when you want to cross the road?" (wait for reaction, 

then prompt.) 

Toy 

Can anyone tell me who this is? 

What do you thin about Safe T Rex? 

Do you like Safe T Rex? (look for boys reaction compared to gir ls) 

What does Safe T Rex do? 

Has anyone ever seen Safe T Rex? Where did you see him? 

Playing cards (overall impressions, likes and dislikes) 

Have you seen these before? 

Have you played with them before? 

How did you play with them? 

Did you like playing with them? 

Can you remembe r any of the pictures on the playing cards? 

What do you think is happening in this picture? (use if goes quiet) 

Book - (overall impressions, likes and dislikes.) 

Has anyone seen this book before? 

What did you think about the book? Did you like it? 

What do you remember about the book? 

What do you think is happening in this picture? 
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Appendix 6 - Safe T Rex parent/carer questionnaire 
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fru.r 
Safe T Rex Parent I Carer questionnaire 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Your child's school has been involved in the promotion of a road safety campaign 

through the use of the Safe T Rex story bag. FMR Research has been asked to 

evaluate this campaign. To help us find out what you really think of the Safe T Rex 

story bag, could you please fill out this questionnaire and send it back to us in the 

prepaid envelope. The questionnaire is completely confidential, so you can be as honest 

as you like! Thank you for your help. 

Section A: Background 

1. Have you used the Safe T Rex story bag? 

Yes 01 (Please go to question 2) No Dz (Please go to question lb.) 

lb. 'No', please say why? 

If not used the bag, please go to section E 

2. How many days did your child(ren) have the Safe T Rex story bag home? 

2b. Was th is ... ? 
Too short About r ight Dz Too Long 
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Section B: Using the Safe T Rex story bag. 

3a . Which part(s) of the Safe T Rex story bag did you use? (Please tick all that 
apply in the grid below.) 

3b. Which was most useful in teaching your child about road safety? (Please tick one 
only.) 

3a. Did you use ... ? 3b . Which was most useful in 
(please tick) teaching your child about road 

safety? 
Story book 
Sa f e T Rex Toy 
Snap cards 
Instr uct ion card 

4. On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 is not confident at all and 5 is very conf ident , how 
would you rate your confidence in us ing the different parts of the Safe T Rex 
story bag? 

Not Conf ident at all Very Confident 

Story book 1 2 3 4 5 

Snap car ds 1 2 3 4 5 

Sa f e T Rex Toy 1 2 3 4 5 

In str uction ca rd 1 2 3 4 5 

5. Did you have any problems using the Safe T Rex story bag? 

Yes D1 No Dz 

5b. If yes, what were they ? 

6 . Did other members of the family use the Safe T Rex story bag? 

Yes D1 No Dz 
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7. Did you follow up the Safe T Rex story bag with any of the following activities? 

(tick all that apply.) 

No • 1 

Talking with your child about road safety Dz 
Painting or drawing road safety pictures 03 
Playing with the Safe T Rex toy 04 
Acting out scenes from the Safe T Rex story book 05 
Other activities (Please tell us what they were) 06 

Section C: Success of the Safe T Rex story bag 

8 The purpose of the Safe T Rex story bag is to help your primary one child 
become aware of road safety. How successful do you think it has been? 

Very 

Successful 

• 1 

Quite 

Successful 
Dz 

Neither 

Nor 

• 3 

Qu ite 

Unsuccessful 

• 4 

Very 

Unsuccessfu I 
05 

9. Can you give any examples of road safety messages known by your child(ren)? 

Yes 01 No Dz 

If 'yes ', please specify. 

10. Did your primary one ch ild(ren) like the Safe T Rex character? 

Yes 01 No Dz 

10b. Why do you say that? 

Section D: Improvements or suggestions 

11. Could the Safe T Rex sto ry bag be improved? 

Yes 0 1 No Dz 
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llb. If 'yes' how could the Safe T Rex story bag be improved? 

12. Do you th ink the Safe T Rex story bag would work more effectively if it were 
used in class, by the teacher? 
Yes 0 1 No 02 Don't know 0 3 

12b. Why do you say that? 

Sect ion E: Classification data 

13. What is your gender? 
Male 0 1 Female 0 2 

14. How would you describe your eth nic group? 

Whit e - Scottish 1 Pakistani 8 
White - I rish 2 Bangladeshi 9 
White - other Britis h 3 Other Asisan 10 
White - other background 4 Black Caribbean 11 
Mixed background 5 Black African 12 
Chinese 6 Other Black 13 
Indian 7 Other 14 

15. What is the gender of your primary one child(ren)? 

Boy • 1 Girl 02 

Thank you for taking time to complete this questionnaire. Please return in the freepost 

envelope to FMR Research. The deadline for completed questionnaires is the 6th 

December. Any queries contact FMR Research on 0141 332 2647. 
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Appendix 7 - Bland parent/carer questionnaire 
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fru.t 
Road Safety Parent / Carer questionnaire 

Dear Parent / Carer , 

Your child's school has been involved in the promotion of a road safety campaign 

through the use of a road safety story bag. FMR Research has been asked to evaluate 

this campaign. To help us find out what you really think of the road safety story bag, 

could you please fill out this questionnaire and send it back to us in the prepaid 

envelope . The questionna ire is completely confidential, so you can be as honest as you 

like! Thank you for your help. 

Section A: Background 

1. Have you used the road safety story bag? 

Yes 0 1 (Please go to question 2) No 02 (Please go to question lb) 

lb. 'No', please say why? 

2. 

2b . 

If not used the bag, please go to section E 

How many days did your ch ild(ren) have t he roa d saf et y story bag home? 

Was th is .. ? 

Too short About righ t 0 2 Too Long 
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Section B: Using the road safety story bag 

3a . Which parts of the road safety story bag did you use? (Please tick all that apply 

in the grid below .) 

3b. 

4. 

Which was most useful in teaching your child about road safety? (Please tick one 

only) 

3a. Did you use ... ? 3b. Wh ich was most usefu l in 

(please tick) teach ing your chi ld about road 

sa f ety? 

Story book 

Snap cards 

Inst ru ct ion cards 

On a scale of 1 to 5 , where 1 is not conf ident at all and 5 is very confident, how 

would you rate your conf idence in us ing the d ifferen t parts of the road safety 

story bag? 

Not Confident at a ll 

Story book 

Snap cards 

In s tru ct ion card' 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

4 

4 

4 

Very Confident 

5 

5 

5 

5. Did you hav e any problems using the road safety story bag? 

Yes 01 No 0 2 

5b. If yes, what were they? 

6 . Did other members of the family use the road safety s t ory bag? 

Yes 0 1 No 0 2 

apple j ak studios 113 st george ' s rd glasgow g3 6ja 

te l : 0 14 1 332 2647 f a x: 01 41 332 292 0 e- ma i l : fmr@ r es e ar c h i n g.c o . u k 



7. Did you follow up the road safety story bag with any of the following activities? 

(tick all that apply.) 

No 01 

Talking with your child about road safety 02 

Painting or drawing road safety pictures 03 

Acting out scenes from the road safety story book 04 

Other activities (Please tell us what they were) 0 5 

Section C: Success of the road safety sto ry bag 

8. The purpose of the road safety story bag is to help your primary one child 

become aware of road safety. How successful do you think it has been? 

Very 

Successful 

0 1 

Qu ite 

Successful 

02 

Ne ither 

Nor 

03 

Quite 

Unsuccessful 

04 

Very 

Unsuccessfu I 

0 5 

9. Can you give any examples of road safety messages known by your child(ren)? 

Yes 01 No 02 

If 'yes', please specify. 

Section D: Improvements or suggest ions 

10. Could the road safety story bag be improved? 

Yes 0 1 No 0 2 

10b. If 'yes', how could the road safety story bag be improved? 

11. Do you think the road safety story bag would work more effec t ively if it were 

used in class, by the teache r? 

Yes 0 1 No 02 Don't know O 3 
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llb. Why do you say that? 

Section E: Classification data 

12 What is your gender? 

Male • 1 Female 02 

13. How would you describe your ethnic group? 

White - Scottish 

White - Irish 

White - other British 

White - other background 

Mixed background 

Chinese 

Indian 

Pakistani 

Bangladeshi 

Other Asian 

Black Caribbean 

Black African 

Other Black 

Other 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

14. What is the gender of your primary one child(ren)? 

Boy 01 Girl • 2 

Thank you for taking time to complete this questionnaire. Please return in the freepost 

envelope to FMR Research. The deadline for completed questionnaires is the 6th 

December. Any queries contact FMR Research on 0141 332 2647 
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