












Executive Summary 

This report contains a process evaluation of Calton Athletic's 
Drug Prevention Team. The research was conducted between 
January 1997 to April 1997 and was commissioned by Calton 
Athletic with financial support from the Challenge Fund. 
Information for this evaluation has been obtained from Calton 
Athletic Drug Prevention Team members, young people 
participating in Calton Athletic sessions, parents, teachers and 
a range of other educational stakeholders. 

The Calton sessions within schools consisted primarily of 
personal testimonials from recovering drug addicts of their 
experience of addiction. This research has identified a wide 
diversity of views on the nature and value of these sessions. 
Calton Drug Prevention Team members were committed to 
their work within schools and felt that by outlining the nature of 
their own past addicted drug use they could exert a powerful 
prevention message dissuading those young people who had 
not started to use drugs (both licit and illicit) from beginning to 
do so, and encouraging those who had begun such use to 
cease their drug use. 

Young people who had participated in Calton sessions were 
very positive about the experience of getting a first hand 
account of the experience of drug addiction, commenting in 
particular on the value of Team members being able to speak 
from their own personal experience. It was recognised by 
some young people, however, that the experiences and views 
which Calton members outlined did not necessarily relate to all 
people who were using illicit drugs. 

Parents also were positive about the role of ex-drug users in 
drugs education and Calton Athletic's in-put in particular. The 
majority of parents were sympathetic to the drug prevention 
message which Calton Athletic represented, only a minority of 
parents, by contrast, were positive about the value of a harm 
reduction perspective in drug education provided to young 
people. Parents drew attention to the importance of 
recovering drug addicts having ceased their drug use entirely. 












































































































































































































